
 

            Summer 2021 

Editor’s introduction 

 

Welcome to the latest edition of your Flyer. Unfortunately, the last few months have  been 

somewhat  dysphoric, seeing the loss of founder member David Keir, and the loss of our 

good friend the journalist, Jack Troughton, who wrote the report of the dedication to the 

Montgo crash site. Chairman Bob also gave us a shock suffering a serious heart attack, but 

thankfully he is making a recovery. I have been struggling, as ever, to find sufficient content 

to justify publication of this edition so, to include some humour, I have included the history 

of my RAF postings, which, I am sure, many of us can relate to, or was it just me that 

suffered the vagaries of Innsworth? With the increase of tourists arriving in the area it is 

ever important to take all precautions necessary to stay safe. 

 
Leonard Hewitt  
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Acting Chairman’s Report 

 

It was with a sense of shock that I learned that our Chairman, Bob, had been taken to 
hospital and suffered a severe heart attack. He spent a week on Intensive Care and a 
further two weeks on a ward with Margaret by his side. I am pleased to say he is now back 
at home and making a slow but sure recovery. This incident highlights the tremendous job 
done by our welfare officer, Maggie, and I must take this opportunity to say thank you for 
the fantastic job she has done of late. 
 



We have recently lost a branch founding member, David Keir, at the age of 85, and our 
condolences go to Yvonne. Further sad news is the passing of Jack Troughton, a local 
reporter, without whose help we would have known nothing about the 1950 Wellington 
crash on the Montgo and the monument to the crew may never have been erected. 
 

The covid situation seems to ebb and flow and with summer being upon us we see a large 
increase of visitors to the area. This is bound to keep levels quite high in the short term but 
lets hope for better news in the autumn. 
 
Colin McNae 
Acting Chairman  

 

Presentation 

 

 
At a lunch hosted by the Aircrew Association RAFA member and centenarian John Russell 

was awarded the Chevalier De L'Ordre National De Legion D'Honneur by Captian Xavier De 

Crevoisier, Deputy Defence Attache, the French Embassy, Madrid. The presentation was 

followed by an excellent lunch at restaurant Cumbre Del Sol. 

 

Colin McNae 

 

Twenty questions 

 
1.  In C.S. Lewis’ “Chronicles of Narnia” what kind of animal is Aslan? 
2.  Which war hero and Colditz escapee was assassinated in 1979? 
3.  Which UK number 1 hit was based on Psalm 173? 

4.  Which 8 letter word contains 5 consecutive vowels? 



5.  Of the English counties with coastlines, which one has the shortest? 

6.  The name of which sweet product comes from the Aztec word meaning ´bitter water´? 

7.  Which Greek island is the largest in the Dodecanese group? 

8.  How many capsules are there on the London Eye? 

9.  In tennis which of the 4 Grand Slams did Bjorn Borg never win? 

10. Which TV crime drama starred Douglas Henshall as detective Jimmy Perez? 

11. Which American virologist developed the first successful polio vaccine? 

12. In which supermarket chain would you find the George clothing label? 

13. What is the monetary unit of Morocco? 

14. Who is currently the first female in line to the British throne? 

15. In which Welsh village was the 1960´s cult series “The Prisoner” filmed? 

16. During the first World War who wrote the poem “Anthem for Doomed Youth”? 

17. Who played Che Guevara in the film version of “Evita”? 

18. In which castle was Mary, Queen of Scots executed? 

19. Which serious condition can develop from a burst appendix? 

20. Greek soldiers on ceremonial duty wear a stiff, white kilt. What is its name? 

 

Sue McNae 

 

Presentation 

 
Editor presenting Sam Moustafa, the proprietor of Polly's bookshop in Javea, with a certificate of appreciation for  

collecting  funds for the Wings Appeal for many years with a collection box on the counter.     
 

Leonard Hewitt  

 

My History of Postings 
 
I have had an unusual military career. It all started when my father asked me what I wanted to do with my 
life. I told him I wanted to go into the merchant navy but this did not meet with his approval, as the 
merchant navy was a precarious career and I should go into the Royal Navy or nothing. I reluctantly took 
his advice and in 1953 at the age of 17 joined the RN for 10 years as a probationary writer. I hated every 



minute and was determined to get out. This took six months but I found a loophole in the rules, even though 
I was already sufficiently qualified for the trade. 
 
I then had to complete the remainder of 2 years National Service and joined the RAF for 18 months. I went 
to RAF Hereford for document familiarisation. I could already write shorthand at 120 wpm and typing at 60 
wpm so I found the course easy. I learned that one person from each course was selected for Special 
Duties; embassies, conferences, delegations, etc.,  and I was the chosen one. The previous course was 
allocated to Paris which would have suited me perfectly as I could further my cycle racing. 
 

I was sent to Baghdad, which ended any thoughts of racing bikes. I was to be joining the staff of the Military 
Secretariat of the Baghdad Pact. My joining instructions stipulated that only plain clothes would be worn, no 
uniform. At RAF Innsworth  my luggage was overweight and I was told, despite protests, that I had to send 
civilian clothes home.  This presented an embarrassing situation on my arrival and a letter was sent to 
Innsworth to prevent this happening on future postings. I then had to acquire suitable attire locally. The staff 
consisted of a Wing Commander, a sergeant and myself. My purpose there was to transcribe from 
shorthand military and diplomatic correspondence dictated mostly from the Wing Commander but also from 
American, Pakistani, Iraqi, Iranian, Turkish and British diplomats and military high-ranking personnel. There 
was considerable difficulty understanding them, resulting in much inventive content. Consequently, 
because of the nature of my work, I was completely cut off from all the RAF documentation and forgot all 
about it. This resulted in not being able to qualify for SAC and the extra pay, despite being in a highly 
demanding skilled job. 
 

 I accompanied the Wing Commander on a month's conference to Teheran. I think the Diplomatic service 
got good value from my skills at minimum cost. Ten days of almost non-stop shorthand followed by 
transcription back in Baghdad. 
 

Back in Baghdad staff from the Foreign Office were there doing the same job at four times the pay and 
allocated their own house with servants. I was often asked to stand in for them to do their work after they 
had enjoyed a night out at the casbah.   My accommodation was to share a mud hut within the grounds of 
the YMCA. The food could only be described as abysmal – my weight dropped to 9 stones. Whilst in 
Baghdad I learnt to speak and write Arabic fluently, thanks to a course sponsored by the Education Officer  
at RAF Habbaniyah. 

 
I left the RAF in January 1957, immediately after my return from Baghdad. During final documentation it 
was discovered that I, a National serviceman, had been underpaid for the last six months and had to wait 
four months to receive what was owed. Given the generous pay of a National serviceman one wonders 
how one could be underpaid.  
 

I rejoined in 1959 for 9 years and after familiarisation training at Hereford I was posted to RAF Barnham, 
Thetford. My family was still living in Westcliff on Sea, near Southend so an ideal posting for me would 
have been Hornchurch, where there was a vacancy but that was allocated to another from the same 
course. Another disappointment in the history of my postings.  
 

You will probably remember that when you were due for a posting overseas you were first put on the PWR, 
preliminary warning roll. You would be given a choice of preference of area and you would nominate 3 
areas. If you were lucky you would be allocated a post to your first choice or failing that to your second. 
 

I'm my case I chose Singapore, Hong Kong or Germany. I thought that it would be possible to travel to 
Germany at any time and at reasonable personal cost. To travel to exotic destinations at the RAF's 
expense seemed a good opportunity to broaden one's horizons. However, I was allocated to the Orderly 
Room, HQ Unit, RAF Rheindahlen, Germany. Whilst there, from 1960 to 1963, there was a request for 
volunteers to take up a new trade, Waymaster, (I believe it was called). I was flown to Biggin Hill for an 
interview which should have lasted for 2 days. My interviewers were 2 squadron leaders who took scant 
approval of my answers to their political questions and I was promptly on the next flight back to Germany. 
To this day I have no idea how my political persuasion could affect my ability to load stuff onto an aircraft. 
 



 The next venture I applied for was the Russian linguists course, for which there was an advertised 
requirement. I was interviewed and tested by the Education Officer who complimented me on my proclivity 
to learn languages. He forwarded my application with a strong recommendation for approval. However, this 
was turned down by the CO as I could not be spared from my current post. (I was the discharge and leave 
clerk in the Orderly Room!)  
 

Towards the end of my posting in Germany I was given the opportunity to choose where I would like to be 
posted. I chose 3 stations on the south coast and was sent to RAF Brampton, near Huntingdon. One piece 
of good luck at last was the allocation of a newly-built married quarter in Brampton village. 
 

Prior to the end of my  stay in Germany I had been in RAF Wegberg hospital with a serious kidney problem. 
I was allowed to drive to UK on posting provided I was accompanied. I had to report to RAF Cosford 
hospital immediately for a weekend of further tests. There were complications and I stayed in the hospital 
for six weeks, finally leaving minus a kidney. Apparently my treatment had been experimental, but 
unsuccessful. Years later when my civilian doctor requested my medical documents he was told they could 
not be found,   
 

After sick leave and feeling very weak, I returned to take up my  post at JARIC 3 Section. I found myself in 
charge of the typing pool producing high quality, top secret reports on very sophisticated machines, called 
Varitypers, about which I knew nothing. These machines would regularly break down, when the 
manufacturer's mechanic had to be called. Whilst he was in the building the whole section had to be closed 
down with a consequent loss of production. I suggested that it would be more convenient and time-saving if 
I was sent on the manufacturer's staff training course in London. This would normally take about 8 weeks. I 
was given 4. 
 

However, I was able to prevent all future breakdowns. Eventually, it was decided to add to these machines 
as they were very slow. I accompanied the Major to an exhibition in London and it was decided to order the 
new IBM "golf ball" typewriters. I then had to train my staff in their use.  

 
After being in 3 Section for five years and with one year left on my service, I applied to spend that 
remaining year in my post. This was denied. I had thought that the RAF would not send staff away in their 
last year. I made an appointment with the MO and asked her if it was true that I could not be posted to 
some overseas postings if I was not  A1 fit. She agreed and informed the authorities. I was then informed 
that, as I was not fit to go on PWR I would complete my service in my current post. It became obvious to 
me that the intention of Innsworth was to send me on a one-year unaccompanied post overseas for my final 
year. Whilst working in JARIC 3 Section I received an AoC’s commendation. 

 
The ladies in the typing pool were getting close to their discharge dates and needed to restore their 
shorthand and typing speeds for future employment. There were sometimes long periods of a lull in the 
amount of work so we were able to use these for classes. This also gave me the opportunity to improve my 
skill in teaching. 
 

I then acquired a teaching post at the Huntingdon Technical College and was allowed to leave the RAF a 
month early to start in September 1968. 
 

As you will deduce, somehow I had not been favourably treated by the RAF in my postings, not one of 
which had been my choice. I have often imagined that, tucked away in a dark, dingy, office in 
Innsworth,  there was a disgruntled postings clerk whose aim in life was to ensure that preferred choices of 
posting were denied. Surely, I was not the only one to be treated thus. 
 

There were some advantages of these postings in that I met my wife in Baghdad and learned Arabic, and I 
was taught to drive a mini and a Magirus 3-ton lorry in Germany. 
 
Leonard Hewitt 

  



 

Answers 
 

1. Lion. 2. Airey Neve. 3. Rivers of Babylon. 4. Queueing. 5. County Durham. 6. Chocolate. 7. Rhodes. 8. 32. 9. US 

Open. 10. Shetland. 11. Jonas Salk. 12.ASDA. 13. Dirham. 14 Princess Charlotte. 15. Portmeirion. 16. Wilfred Owen. 

17. Antonio Banderas. 18. Fotheringhay. 19. Peritonitis. 20. Fustanella 

 

Forthcoming events 

Battle of Britain dinner, Los Amigos, Alcalali, 15 September 1300 hours, €15   
Quiz night, October – details to follow 

 

Contact 

All articles ideally electronically and not locked, or copy protected and good quality photographs, which you 
own or have publishing rights, to the Editor: Leonard D Hewitt 

Email: rafancbbflyer@gmail.com  Tel: 965 973 459 

Next Deadline:  Items no later than 1 October 2021, please 

RAFA NCB Branch:   rafa-ncb.org.uk 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 Information 
 
Police & Fire 

National Police  091 

Fire Service   095 

http://www.rafa-ncb.org.uk/


Electricity (Iberdrola) 901 202 021 
Hospitals 

Dénia Hospital (La Jara)   966 429 000 

Help Desk Dénia Hospital   966 429 346 

Emergencies 112 

Pedrera Hospital (Dénia)  965 579 700 

Alicante General   965 938 300 

Universitario Valencia   961 622 300 

Help Organisations 

Help of Dénia & Equipment   966 427 044 

Hospital de Villajoyosa   966 859 800 

Dénia Emergency Equipment    966 427 044 

Other Information 

Help of Dénia Interpreters   966 427 044 

British Consulate   965 216 022 

Help of Benidorm    607 387 040 

Help (Benidorm) Equipment   663 495 396 

Help of Campello & San Juan    965 638 259 

Alicante Airport    966 919 000 

Valencia Airport   961 598 500 

                                                  (Leonard Hewitt, August 2021) 

 

 
 


